& Competition
Protection Commission

MEMORANDUM ON PARTNERSHIP RELATING TO COMPETITION AND
CONSUMER PROTECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT AND POLICY
BETWEEN THE AUTORITA’ GARANTE DELLA CONCORRENZA E DEL
MERCATO AND COMPETITION PROTECTION COMMISSION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

The Autorita Garante della Concorrenza e del Mercato (the Italian Competition Authority) and
the Competition Protection Commission of the Republic of Armenia (hereinafter referred to as
“the Parties”),

Recognising the benefit of a closer cooperation in the field of competition policy and consumer
protection,

Recognising the need for broader engagement between competition authorities internationally
due to the nature of the challenges they face,

Aiming at the creation of favourable conditions for the development of bilateral relations, based
on the principles of equality and mutual benefit,

Underlining the role of competition and consumer protection to support the effective and
sustainable development of market economy,

HAVE AGREED to cooperate as follows:

Article I. OBJECT AND PURPOSE
1. The purpose of the present Memorandum of Partnership (“the Memorandum”) is to facilitate
and strengthen cooperation between the Parties in the field of competition policy and consumer
protection. \

Article II. AREAS OF COOPERATION

1. In the mutual interest of the Parties, subject to reasonably available resources, the Parties
intend to cooperate as follows:

a) exchanging of non-confidential information on the developments of competition policy and



g

consumer protection;

sharing best practices and experiences on matters of mutual interest, including non-confidential
information relating to enforcement methods, priorities, issues and trends in sectors (such as
public procurement, digital markets and scams);

exchanging experience on competition and consumer protection advocacy;

developing agency capacity and effectiveness in carrying out market studies through
experience-sharing events and through the exchange of officials;

developing capacity building or technical assistance initiatives to assist other competition and
consumer protection agencies by providing training in areas of mutual interest;

collaborating on projects of mutual interest, including via international forums such as the ICN,
ICPEN and the OECD;

organizing study visits and experts’ training, participation in conferences, seminars and other
events organized by the Parties.

Article ITII. COMMUNICATIONS

1. Communications shall be carried out in English by e-mail, telephone or online
communication platforms, or in person meetings, as appropriate, through designated general
contact points or on the occasion of Parties’ representatives’ meetings.

Article IV. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

1. It is understood that the Parties do not intend to communicate information to the other if such
exchange of information is prohibited by the laws or policies governing the Parties possessing
the information or would be incompatible with that Parties’ interest.

2. Insofar as information is communicated, the recipient should, to the extent consistent with its
laws:

maintain the confidentiality of any such information communicated;
adhere to any conditions the Party who provides the information imposes; and

seek written consent from the Party who provides the information to any release or disclosure
of the information.

Article V. ORGANISATION OF ACTIVITIES

1.The égenda, place and other elements of activities, shall be individually established by the
Parties by mutual agreement.

2. Bach Party will bear its own expenses with regard to the implementation of this
Memorandum, unless otherwise agreed by the Parties.



Article VI. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

1. Any Dispute regarding the scope, interpretation and application of the present Memorandum,
if any, shall be resolved amicably through consultations and negotiations between the Parties.

Article VII. REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS

1. Any review or amendment to the Memorandum shall be made by mutual written agreement
of the Parties and shall be an integral part of the present Memorandum.

Article VIII. FINAL PROVISIONS

The present Memorandum comes into effects from the date of its signature and, cooperation
under this Memorandum is intended to continue until one of the Parties wishes to discontinue
such cooperation, in which case the relevant Party should endeavor to provide three months’
written notice of its intention to discontinue cooperation to the other.

2. Termination of the present Memorandum is not intended to affect the implementation of
activities that are already in progress under the present Memorandum. The obligations set out
in Article IV remain in effect despite termination of the present Memorandum.

3. The Participants reserve their full discretion in implementing the Memorandum and nothing
in it is intended to change existing laws, policies, agreements or treaties, or create legally
binding or enforceable rights or obligations.

Done in Yerevan, on October 15 2024, in two originals, in English language, both copies are
equally authentic.
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